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MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY

TRAPS

Scientific Name: Mediterranean
fruit fly, medfly (Ceratitis capitata)

Host Plants: It is a polyphago-
us pest. In our country, the most
important host plants are apricot,
quince, peach, fig, persimmon,
pomegranate, avocado and cit-
rus. It has the potential to survive
in pear, prickly pear, jujube, apple
and wild species, which are second-
ary hosts in cases where preferred
hosts are not available.

Adults are usually 2/3 the size
of a housefly. The general color of
the body is tawny. The wings are
broad with black and pale brown-
ish stripes. Since MFF polyphagous
is a pest, it can find food and hosts
throughout the year. Overwintering
adults emerge in late spring and
early summer. They mate and lay
eggs on days when the temperature
is over 16°C. In the Aegean region,
it can produce 4-5 generations per
year, and in the Mediterranean re-
gion 7-8 generations per year.

Type of Damage

Adults of Mediterranean fruit fly
cause yellowish spots on the spots
where they lay eggs when citrus and
pomegranate fruits reach maturity,
and brownish spots on the spots
where they lay eggs on ripe fruits.
The main damage of the Mediterra-
nean fruit fly is caused by its larvae.
The larvae feed on the fleshy part of
the host fruits and cause softening
and collapse in the fruit. Infected
fruits prematurely ripen and fall.

Damage to citrus fruits, pome-
granates and other products that
are exported is very important for
the country’s economy. If such
fruits are infected or contaminat-
ed, exports are prevented. And the
productis not allowed to be export-
ed abroad. The annual damage rate
can reach up to 80%. In our country,
it is continuously active along the
coastline of the Mediterranean and
Aegean Regions.

Monitoring

The traps for monitoring should
be 3 traps set after the trees have
bloomed. The traps are counted
2 times a week and the flies in the
traps are followed.

Mass Catch

Close to the softening of the fruits,
usually 6-8 weeks before the fruits
start to change color, the number of
traps set is increased. Mass control
is carried out by hanging the traps at
15-20 mintervals. It is properto do it
in early August.

Delta Trap

Delta traps are used to detect the
first flight of the pest by placing a
sticky card and pheromone inside.
Insects that come to the smell emit-
ted by the pheromone stick to the
sticky card. When these cards are
filled with insects, they should be
replaced with a new one. The pher-
omones should be changed every
8-10 weeks.

Usage and Storage Conditions
of Pheromones:

« Traps are hung on the southern
part of the tree at a height of 1-1.5
m from the ground.

« Traps must stay in the field until
crop harvest.

« The pheromone dispensers
should be placed in the traps with
the help of gloves without touching
them with bare hands.

« The duration of action of pher-
omones is 8-10 weeks. During these
periods, the pheromone must be
renewed.

« Species-specific pheromones
should not have a negative effect on
other insects found in nature.

« Pheromones can be stored in
their original pack at -18 degrees
Celsius until the expiration date.
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